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Egleston  Square 


Integrated  Design  and  Development  Plan 
Preliminary  Objectives 


Overview 


The  PFD  and  the  MBTA  are  working  with  the  Egleston  community  to  establish  priorities  and  ob- 
jectives which  will  be  used  to  assess  future  improvements  in  the  area.  As  part  of  this  process 
we  have  prepared  a  drawing,  for  community  review,  which  lists  a  series  of  objectives  for  a  num- 
ber of  clearly  identifiable  areas  along  the  Washington  Street  and  Columbus  Avenue  corridors. 
These  objectives  are  of  course  preliminary,  not  final,  but  can  serve  as  a  basis  for  present  dis- 
cussions of  the  future  of  the  area.  They  reflect  community  concerns  expressed  during  the  on- 
going series  of  community  meetings  as  well  as  opportunities  now  emerging  following  the  dem- 
olition of  the  Orange  Line. 

The  next  step  will  involve  a  more  intensive  focus  on  the  area  around  the  Square  itself,  leading 
to  concrete  development  proposals  which  will  be  developed  to  respond  to  the  objectives  which 
have  been  outlined  here.  This  work  will  be  reviewed  on  an  ongoing  basis  with  the  various  sub- 
committees involved  in  the  development  of  the  integrated  design  and  development  plan  for 
Egleston,  prior  to  reviewing  the  work  with  the  larger  Egleston  community. 

The  drawing  was  discussed  with  the  subcommittee  on  June  15,  and  June  29,  1988. 


Prepared  by  David  Dixon  &  Associates  on  behalf  of  the  MBTA. 


July  14,  1988 
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Zone  1: 
The   Square 

(Washington  Street  between  Atherton  Street/Columbus  Avenue  and  Bray  Street) 
Objectives: 

Re-make  Egleston  Square.  Establish  a  new  "sense  of  place"  at  the  meeting  of  Washington 
Street  and  Columbus  Avenue  as  a  meeting  ground  between  the  Jamaica  Plain  and  Roxbury  com- 
munities. Create  an  attractive  village  center  and  a  fitting  focal  point  and  symbolic  center  of 
community  life. 

Utilize  opportunities  provided  by  the  demolition  of  the  Orange  Line  and  the  redevelopment  of 
key  public  and  underutilized  privately  owned  parcels  to  establish  a  new  vision  for  the 
Square. 

Seek  development  which  Is  consistent  with  the  areas  present  character  with  new  build- 
ings not  exceding  3  or  4  stories  in  height 

Improve  streetscape  character  with  new  sidewalks,  trees,  street  furniture,  and  lighting. 

Investigate  potential  traffic  Improvements  (signalization,  neckdowns,  etc)  which  facilitate  pedes- 
trian movement  and  safety. 


Zone  2: 

The  Business  District 

(Washington  Street  between  Boylston  Street/Chilcott  Place  and  Atherton  Street/Columbus  Avenue  ) 

Objectives: 

Promote  new   businesses  which  complement  rather  than  compete  with  the  existing  stores. 

Identify  business  opportunities  and  market  Improvements  applicable  to  existing  busi- 
nesses which  can  strengthen  the  commercial  district  and  enhance  the  quality  of  service  provided 
by  the  business  district  to  residents  and  other  shoppers. 

Develop  design  guidelines  for  new  signs  and  building  facade  renovations  and  other 
Improvements  which  will  improve  the  appearance  and  hence  the  attractiveness  of  the  business 
district  as  a  place  to  shop. 

Improve  streetscape  character  with  new  sidewalks,  trees,  street  furniture,  and  lighting. 
Investigate  possible  sites  for  additional  parking. 

Zone  3: 

Washington  St.  South  of  Boylston  St. 

(Washington  Street  between  Cornwall  Street  and  Boylston  Street) 

Objectives: 

Maintain  existing  mixed  residential  and  commercial  character. 

Encourage  specific  Improvements  which  will  improve  the  character  of  the  street  (screening  of 
off-street  parking  lots,  etc.). 

Improve  streetscape  character  with  new  sidewalks,  trees,  street  furniture,  and  lighting. 
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Zone  4: 

Gateway  to  the  Square 

(Columbus  Avenue  between  Jackson  Square  and  Egleston  Square  ) 

Objectives: 

Encourage  improvements,  including  tree  planting,  which  establish  Columbus  Ave- 
nue as  a  "boulevard"  leading  to  Egleston  Square  and  Franklin  Park 


Zone  5: 

Washington  St.  North  of  Bray  St. 

(Washington  Street  between  Bray  Street  and  Marcella  Street) 

Objectives: 

Use  planting  and  other  elements  to  recreate  the  streetline  on  the  eastern  side  of 
Washington  Street  lessening  the  severe  change  in  character  from  the  area  near  the 
Square.  Increased  definition  of  the  street  edge  and  redesign  of  the  existing  open 

space  and  parking  areas  will  create  more  attractive  and  useful  open  space 

for  nearby  residents. 

Improve  streetscape  character  with  new  sidewalks,  trees,  street  furniture,  and 
lighting. 


Zone  6: 

Gateway  to  the  Park 

(Columbus  Avenue  between  Egleston  Square  and  Franklin  Park ) 

Objectives: 

Promote  stronger  connections  between  Franklin  Park  and  Egleston 
Square  establishing  the  Square  as  a  doorway  to  the  Park. 

Use  new  trees  and  other  elements  on  Columbus  Avenue  to  enhance  Its 
character  as  a  major  tree-lined  "boulevard"  and  so  bringing  the  character  of 
the  Park  to  the  heart  of  Egleston  Square. 

Establish  strong  connections  between  the  Avenue  and  the  open  spaces 
and  major  Institutional  buildings  which  line  It  (Council  of  Elders,  Hernandez 
School  and  new  playground,  Egleston  Library,  St.  Mary's,  etc. 


